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Riding the rail, Chinese style
Thousand Oaks firm pushes transit solution

: BY BiLL LASCHER
Staff Writer

Imagine riding the train and taking
your car with you.

Nearly 20 years ago Thousand Oaks
inventor Frank Randak devised a new
type of train that may do just that. Now
Randak is on course to unveil plans for

a 50-kilometer demonstration of his .

- advanced vehicle transport, a Ssolar-
powered magnetic levitation train that
would provide what’s known as ‘“‘dual

mode transportation.

By the end of August, the Beijing
Lin Liu Cultural Exchange is expected
to announce that it will fund the con-

“struction of a full-scale model of Ran-

dak’s project. Randak’s AVT Corp. pre-
sented its concept at a 2005 technology
presentation in Los Angeles attended by
Lin Liu, the head of the cultural
exchange’s Chinese parent, which
invests in entertainment and sports pro-
jects in China, Liu said that the concept
was “fabulous.”

Now, if all goes according to plan,
the AVT will be featured at a theme
park just east of Beijing that Liu’s com-

‘pany is developing. Liu said that once

constructed it will be the Chinese city’s
largest such park. She said that her
engineers see a potential in Randak’s
technology and she is enthusiastic
about being on the leading edge of

-AVT’s development.

“As the Chinese, we always respect
American technology,” she said. “We
See ATV on page 20
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